
Safe Environment Session Grade 6 

 

Dear Parents, 

 The United States Catholic Conference of Bishops’ Charter for the Protection of Children and Youth 

mandates that all Religious Education programs and Catholic schools provide one session each year 

concerning an area of Safe Environment. A variety of topics have been used by Southeast Catholic over the 

years.  

 This year, we have set aside one class period, Sunday October 6 and designated it Safe Environment 

Sunday. There are no on campus classes that day. Instead, we ask that you complete the attached lesson, 

which was produced by the Archdiocese of Milwaukee. The lessons are not complicated and should take 30 

minutes or less to complete with your child. 

 

SIGN AND RETURN THIS LETTER INDICATING THAT YOU HAVE COMPLETED THE LESSON WITH YOUR CHILD. IT 

IS VITAL THAT WE HAVE 100% COMPLIANCE WITH THE BISHOP’S MANDATE.  

 

 

Parent Signature      Child Name 

 

 

Thank you for your cooperation. 

 

Karen Bushman 

Director, Elementary Religious Education 

 

 

 

 

 



Lesson: 6th Grade 

Concept: Shows respect for body, self and others. Follows Grade Specific Religious Education 

Curriculum concept under Creedal Church 

Goals of this lesson: To raise student awareness about the kinds of sexual harassment which take 

place all of the time; to discern the fluid, subjective line between flirting and sexual harassment; to 

encourage open student discussion of a complicated topic. 

Opening Prayer: We are Called to Cooperate Not to Compete 

    Father, 

 You have made us. Red, yellow, brown, white and black; tall and short, fat and thin rich and 

pour, young and old – all are your children. Teach us to cooperate rather than compete, to respect 

rather than condemn. Your Son turned from no one. May we learn, like Him to be open to share of 

the Divine that you have implanted in each of your sons and daughters. And may we forge a bond of 

love that will make a living reality the brotherhood in which we profess to believe. Amen. 

  

Lesson by Parent: 

 We are going to talk about the difference between flirting and sexual harassment. Before we 

start, let’s remember that we are not here to demonize or blame any specific boys or girls. We also 

recognize that members of both groups can behave in a demeaning manner through their actions or 

speech.  

 Many of us may never be either targets of sexual harassment or perpetrators. But all of us are 

witnesses and bystanders who may see sexual harassment happening, and we need to learn to say 

“Hey cut it out, that is not funny!” or “What would you do if this were your sister, your mom, or your 

brother?” We are trying to change all of us so that we will have the courage to actively respond when 

we see sexual harassment going on.  

 Our children are the experts of their own culture – and subcultures (the cliques with whom 

they hang out). All the time, kids are observing other kids’ behaviors in school, and recognize how 

behaviors differ depending upon where they are and if any adults are around – in classrooms, locker 

rooms, the cafeteria, the parking lot, the hallways. 

  

Harassment Exercise 
 Using the attached handout, discuss the various interactions (comments, gestures and 

physical touches) that occur between people. As you think of a behavior or comment discuss whether 

it should be placed under “Flirting/Welcome” or “Harassment”. If it could be both when found in 

different contexts list under what conditions it would be one category or another. (see reverse side of 

handout for examples). 

  

 Questions for discussion 

1. Why do people seem to define sexual harassment differently? 

2. If sexual harassment is illegal in schools, how come it occurs? 

3. What are some common forms of sexual harassment that often go unnoticed in school? 

 
 

 



 
 



 


